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The American Mountain Man 
Rich Cherubino 
This course will focus on the research and study of the history, traditions, tools, and mode of living of the 
early American trappers and explorers known as "Mountain Men." Students will learn about these legendary 
individuals' real-life experiences and study various films that fictionalize their extraordinary adventures. John 
Jeremiah Garrison Johnston and Hugh Glass will be two mountain men we look at in-depth. Along with 
gaining perspective on what it took for these men to survive in the wilderness, we will identify various terms, 
phrases, and expressions commonly used by these frontiersmen. We will also have the opportunity to examine 
actual artifacts from the era, including the tools and necessities of everyday life. Finally, we will explore how 
contemporary individuals choose to live similarly to these historical figures. Attendance, class participation, 
and task completion will determine each student's assessment. 
 
Booyah! It's the 90's 
Jill Howard 
In this class, we will relive the most exciting and glorious decade known to man: the '90's. Each class meeting 
will be an exciting journey through the '90s, beginning in 1990 and ending in 1999, by exploring the decade's 
most popular film, television, food, games, music, and activities. Film options include: Clueless, Sister Act, 
The Mighty Ducks, Cool Runnings, The Parent Trap, and a selection of Disney classics. Television show 
options include: Saved by the Bell, Step by Step, Full House, Family Matters, Sabrina the Teenage Witch, 
Baywatch, and Hey Arnold! Students will receive credit for attendance, active participation in all class 
activities, and completion of the final project consisting of a film, television show, or song critique. So, if you 
want to eat Twinkies, rock a leopard printed slap bracelet, listen to N'Sync and watch Clueless, then this class 
is for you!  
 
Cryptozoology 
Lexa Lopez 
In this low rigor intersession course, students will investigate different cryptids, examining their origin stories 
and evaluating the evidence of their existence. Students will study creatures such as the chupacabra, bigfoot, 
loch ness, and the giant squid, which we now know to be real. They will read passages about where these 
creatures' stories began and look at first-hand accounts of sightings. Students will evaluate the evidence for 
these creatures' existences and determine whether they remain undiscovered or are a hoax. Attendance, 
participation, classwork, and completion of a final group project and task completion shape each student's 
assessment. 
 
Film Studies 
Jake Sutterlin 
The Film Studies course is about the film analytic process, examining critical approaches of authorship, 
genre, presentation, and narrative. Students will become literate in cinematic language and learn basic film 
concepts, techniques, and terminology to appreciate films more completely. The course examines how movies 
tell stories, develop characters, and depict physical reality through the combined, constructed medium of 
sound, image, and recording. This class is for students who enjoy movies but may lack the experience to 
make viable interpretive arguments about them. Students will receive credit for attendance, class 
participation, daily journal entries, written analyses, and a final product that involves writing a formal critique 
of two films by the same director and making comparisons between the two films chosen. 
 
 



* Participation in these classes require parent approval because the class covers controversial topics, graphic and 
explicit content, and profanity or R- rated movies 

 
 
 
Freedom Writers 
Sam Camolli 
The Freedom Writers Foundation influences this course to recreate their teacher Erin Gruwell's success with 
her students. This course will provide a safe environment for students to have the opportunity to learn about 
themselves and their peers. In this course, students will learn about the Freedom Writers and participate in 
activities that help promote self-expression, self-reflection, and perspective-taking. We will be doing many 
individual and group activities, along with group discussions and independent writing assignments. Class 
discussions will include various topics, so students who take this course need to be willing and open to 
hearing others' ideas and engaging in respectful conversations. Students also have to be open and honest about 
themselves and receive constructive advice or feedback from the instructor and peers. The only way we grow 
and understand is to challenge ourselves, listen to others, and promote productive conversations. If you are 
interested in challenging yourself in a new way and having real conversations about life, this is the course for 
you. Journal entries, class discussions, participating in all activities, and a final project will shape each 
student's assessment. "I believe everyone has their own story, and it is important that we encourage all 
students to share theirs." ~ Erin Gruwell 
 
Hieroglyphic Art and the Ancient World 
Wade Tomlinson 
What can we learn about writing and communication by studying the art of old-world languages? This course 
will bring ancient languages to life by allowing the participant to use glyphs to communicate artistically. We 
will specifically be focusing on historical Egyptian and Mayan communication. These are two distinct and 
different cultures that used hieroglyphics as an early form of writing. However, the course will also include 
Cuneiform (wedge-shaped writing of the Fertile Crescent) and the concept of Greek numbers as a means of 
comparing writing styles. Students, regardless of their artistic preferences or ability, will explore glyphic 
writing and history. Using these ancient cultures' art, the class will attempt to explore the meaning and 
narratives encapsulated by these early civilizations' art. Students will virtually visit museums to examine this 
art and discuss its relevance and companion stories. Join us as we explore the ancient past to discover what 
secrets we might see through art and hieroglyphic writing. 
  
History of Martial Arts 
Roberto Padua  
Students will learn the history of martial arts by researching the different styles and coming up with a family 
tree of Martial Arts. Students will also explore the cinematic forms of martial arts, visiting such classics 
as The 36th Chamber, Ip man, Enter the Dragon, Kung Fu Hustle, and Fist of Fury. This course involves fifty 
minutes of martial arts class in the Korean martial arts of Tang Soo Do, focusing on the critical values of 
CONFIDENCE, CHARACTER, STRENGTH, DISCIPLINE, and BALANCE. Students will train in 
traditional martial arts encompassing the refinement of the following techniques: low, middle, and high block, 
reserve punch, front, side, and roundhouse kick, and sidekick.  
 
Home is Where the Horror Is: The Family in Contemporary Horror Films* 
Amy Paxson 
This class will explore horror films from the past 20 years that predominantly feature family dynamics and 
dysfunction. While some earlier horror films such as Psycho and The Shining featured family, the family 
occurs more and more frequently in contemporary horror cinema. In this class, we will watch, write about, 
and discuss these films and address questions such as: why are more recent horror films so focused on 
families? Is horror an appropriate genre for thinking about and understanding household tensions, inherited 
mental illness, and the experience of collective trauma? Why are families such a source of terror? Is there 
anything we can learn about family dynamics or anything cathartic we can gain from these terrifying and 
uncomfortable films? We will watch movies such as Hereditary, The Babadook, The Deeper You Dig, Us, 
Goodnight Mommy, Pyewacket, Munchausen, and more. Attendance, participation, and completion of 
assignments will determine each student's performance assessment. 
 



* Participation in these classes require parent approval because the class covers controversial topics, graphic and 
explicit content, and profanity or R- rated movies 

 
 
 
Jurassic Franklin 
Sara Giroux 
Have you always wanted to walk among the dinosaurs? This virtual intersession course will take you through 
the history of the most extraordinary creatures: dinosaurs. We will look at the different kinds of dinosaurs, 
explore the dinosaurs' time, discuss conspiracy theories about the dinosaurs' demise, and more! Students will 
participate in various activities to learn all about our giant predecessors, including research, discussions, 
creation of timelines, virtual field trips, and watching some of the greatest dinosaur movies of all time. Class 
participation and completion of in-class activities shape each student's grade. Let's learn about the triceratops 
and all her friends! 
 
Living on Your Own 
Lorrie Bennett 
Whether you are new to Franklin or are ready to graduate, you will be living on your own sooner or later. 
Becoming independent can be both exciting and anxiety-producing. This course will lessen that anxiety and 
provide you with crucial skills to make your transition to independence as smooth as possible. The four main 
topic areas for the class include finance, health/fitness, homelife/personal, and entertainment/recreation. We 
will decide on final course activities once enrollment is complete, but you can be sure that these will be on the 
list: budgeting; setting up a bank account; job applications and interviewing; meal planning and preparation; 
keeping house including laundry and vacuuming; fun, fitness, and finding friends. The class will include 
hands-on activities and real-life simulations. Students will learn strategies in these areas and others to ensure 
that they have the best possible chance of success when "living on their own." Willingness to participate in 
activities, completing activities, and response to feedback will determine each student's course assessment. As 
a final project, students will create a short video or visual presentation, demonstrating one of the skills they 
learned in class. This course requires that students have their computer cameras on and are visible during 
class time. 
 
The Lore of the Mandalorian People and the Galactic Empire 
Fahd Rafiq 
This exciting elective follows the lore of the Mandalorian people in the Star Wars Universe. We will explore 
the Mandalore planet's history and see how a pacifist government of Duchess Satine Kryze was overthrown in 
the Clone Wars by Sith Lord Maul assisted by dissident Mandalorians. The civil war permitted the takeover 
of Mandalore by the Galactic Empire. Then, we will follow the trail of Mandalorian rebel Sabine Wren and 
how she returned to her Mandalorian people and attempted to unite them. After that, we will focus on the 
Disney+ series The Mandalorian, which takes place after the Galactic Empire's fall and the First Order's 
emergence. This course's learning objective is to understand how militarism among advanced people can lead 
to civil conflict and, ultimately, lead to the destruction of their home planet and domination by a foreign 
empire. Moreover, internal wars can leave a lasting impact on a homogenous group of people. We will also 
learn how advances in weapon technology can end up in the wrong hands and destroy the people who created 
it. The normative message of The Mandalorian is that even a militaristic race of people can be humanistic and 
fight to protect the vulnerable. Course work will include watching T.V. episodes connected to the 
Mandalorian people and discussing it among Star Wars fans. Attendance, participation, and written reflections 
that connect themes from the fictional story to history and current events will determine each student's 
assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Participation in these classes require parent approval because the class covers controversial topics, graphic and 
explicit content, and profanity or R- rated movies 

 
 
 
Nand to Tetris 
Amy Bigelow 
Shimon Schocken and Noam Nisan, professors of computer science, developed Nand to Tetris to teach people 
how a modern computer system is built from the ground up. Using the foundations of boolean logic, students 
will learn how binary elements are combined to create machine language, operate an assembler, perform stack 
arithmetic, develop high-level languages, and run an operating system. Students will be guided through 
Schocken's course materials in this Intersession course, completing projects that simulate logic gates, CPUs, 
assemblers, compilers, and operating systems, all built from basic chips. Since students will determine the 
class's pace, we may not finish all of the course objectives during this mini-term. However, we may have time 
to develop independent projects after the Intersession. Students will receive credit for project completion, 
daily journaling of their goals and progress, and collaboration with peers to seek and offer help. 
 
Norse Mythology 
Wyatt Bouma 
This course will introduce students to the myths of medieval Scandinavia. Students will examine the myths 
surrounding the major Norse pantheon: Odin, the highest and the oldest of all the gods and incomparably 
wise; Thor, the hammer-wielding thunder god; and Loki, the trickster and most shrewd inhabitant of Asgard. 
In this virtual course, we will examine the stories and characters that make up the pagan beliefs of the Vikings 
who inhabited Scandinavia from the 9th to the 11th century. The assessment of each student will depend on 
their attendance, class participation, and in-class activities. Each student will be required to complete a final 
project of their choosing. Options include a short research paper or a brief PowerPoint presentation to be 
presented virtually in front of the class.  
 
Podcasting* 
Justin Daniels   
Podcasts are growing in popularity and are becoming an alternative to mainstream media. Podcasts allow us 
to hear diverse views, think beyond the norms, and explore the nuances under challenging conversations. The 
best part about the podcast-sphere is that there is something for everyone to enjoy. There are sports, comedy, 
politics and economics, murder mystery, science, engineering, even math podcasts. You can also use your 
voice to express how you see the world by having a conversation with a peer, family member, or professional. 
You could use this chance to talk about something that you are immensely passionate about, or maybe you 
talk about how you handle everything that is going on in the world right now. We will listen to podcasts for 
this class, and then you will create your own podcast. It could be something that you continue to work on over 
the year and could become your career path. Each student's assessment will depend on participation in class 
discussions about the different podcasts sampled and the successful creation of a personal podcast.   
 
Textile Art: Weaving 
Julie Connors & Sarah Wilkie 
This introductory course will teach basic weaving principles. Students will use a handloom to explore the 
basic types of weaving by using decorative or artistic designs with an emphasis on dishtowels. Students will 
study the history of weaving across cultures, starting with the ancient yarns, then a more extended look at the 
"rags to riches" dish towel, and finally ending with contemporary tapestry artists. On the journey from warp to 
weft, students will explore new vocabulary, develop hand-eye coordination, and visit virtual studios to see 
industry standards. The essential skills focused on during this path will be motor coordination, social 
dynamics, and organization. Students will practice fine motor skills while manipulating art materials, 
specifically when using hand tools, measuring, threading, cutting designs, and developing technical drawings. 
Students will tackle daily assignments and seek to manage their time effectively. Materials provided include 
cotton, wool yarn, and a handloom. Students are required to have a well-lit working space, scissors, and ruler. 
 
 
 
 



* Participation in these classes require parent approval because the class covers controversial topics, graphic and 
explicit content, and profanity or R- rated movies 

 
 
 
Theater Workshop 
Brianna Horgan & Matt Landry-McWilliams 
Even though it is not happening in-person this year, the magic of theater continues to thrive through new, 
virtual ways. Now it is Franklin's time to transport the stage to the computer screen. In this class, students will 
have the opportunity to explore the diverse disciplines involved in the dramatic arts, and specifically within 
Musical Theater. This virtual class will be structured to dive deep into two specific musical productions 
representing two distinct periods in the American musical theater canon. For each show, students will explore 
the history and production background, watch the show itself, and then engage in performances and projects 
that explore different theatrical elements inspired by the production! Activities may include creating new 
scenes, character studies, staging/performing monologues or acting scenes, set design, vocals, and many 
more! We will investigate these elements through games, analysis of drama literature, acting, scene work, 
music, costuming, performance, improv, devising, and playwriting. Students will participate in at least one 
performance activity and keep their cameras on during the Intersession. At the end of the course, students will 
choose their favorite projects from the workshop activities to finalize, perform, and film in a final video 
compilation! 
 
Traveling through Taste-buds: The Franklin Cooking Experience 
Kyle Bell, Johnny Nunez, & James Turner 
The Sage dining experience is extending into the classroom. Franklin's excellent chefs will be teaching, not 
resting, during our time away from campus. Kyle and Johnny will be providing students the opportunity to 
create dishes from around the world. Students will be tasting their way through Italy, Poland, France, the 
American South, and possibly East Asia while gaining confidence in the kitchen, developing fine motor skills, 
the ability to follow multistep directions, time management, and backward planning. The student's family will 
need to provide identified ingredients and kitchen supplies. Grading is determined by participation, 
completion of recipes, critiquing one's food, and preparing dinner for the family. If you love to cook or are 
new to cooking, want to travel the world with your taste-buds, and develop the necessary cooking skills to 
live independently, then join us.  
 
Welcome to American Sign Language: Basics & Beyond! 
Ariel Ford 
In this semi-immersive experience, students will learn and review the "basics" of ASL. This foundation 
includes but is not limited to the alphabet, key phrases and vocabulary, and Deaf Community and Culture 
exposure. Additionally, the class will explore language related to student interests, so you can take what you 
have learned "beyond" the classroom! For those who have taken an ASL class before, this will be an 
opportunity to practice with other signers, broaden your vocabulary, and deepen your understanding of 
grammar and Deaf Culture. Homework assignments may include signing independently and with other 
students, creating Vlogs, and practicing body mechanics using the hands, arms, and face as part of the 
language. It is a top priority to have fun while learning and challenging ourselves to do something new. All 
levels are welcome to join! 
 
Where in the World Is Harrison Ford? 
Michael Oakes 
Is Mr. Ford the ideal actor for such detached, bookish heroes as Jack Ryan and Dr. Henry Walton Jones Jr., 
a.k.a. Indiana Jones? Have you ever wondered whether or not these films are historically accurate? If these 
questions pique your interest, please join us for a course that deeply explores the creation and use of these 
characters, the settings they inhabit, and how their intriguing plots continue to capture audiences. This class 
will uncover each film's historical period and then learn about its depiction in the movie. Students are 
assessed by their class conduct: participation, punctuality, effort, following directions, and completion of 
assignments. 
 


